By CECIL ROWNTREE, F.R.C.S. THE patient is a woman, aged 67, who for twenty-seven years has had an affection of the skin of the loin of doubtful nature. Eleven years ago carcinoma of the breast developed, and amputation was carried out (section shown). Two years after this operation ulceration made its appearance in the centre of the patch of dermatitis, and gradually extended until at the present time there is an excavated ulcer some 3 in. in diameter. The condition has undergone considerable improvement under X-ray treatment, but previous to this possessed the typical features of squamous-cell carcinoma.
DISCUSSION.
Mr. ROWNTREE added that he brought the case in order to elicit opinions as to the nature of the chronic dermatosis which had resulted in carcinoma.
Dr. GALLOWAY remarked that it must be of interest to be quite assured of the nature of the skin affection which preceded the development of carcinoma in Mr. Rowntree's case. One or two possibilities occurred to his mind, but he had little doubt that the preceding condition which had lasted for years on the body, not only in the right groin but in other positions, was lupus erythematosus. It is well known that lupus erythematosus may affect any part of the body, and one well-recognized type has a generalized distribution, the lesions lasting for many years or indefinitely. Recent developments in the face and other parts in this patient's case corroborated the diagnosis of lupus erythematosus. During the process of involution lupus erythematosus produces a fine atrophic scar, and it is only too well known that carcinoma of the skin is apt to develop on such situations. Many cases are now on record of carcinoma developing on the scar of lupus erythematosus. It may be said with a good deal of truth that the more such a scar is irritated by attempts at treatment, the more likely is carcinoma to develop. In the present case he thought that a well-considered attempt should be made to remove a condition likely to give much offence to the patient and those in contact with her, and to avoid the consequences of the absorption of septic material.
Case of Trophic Ulceration over a large Formation
of Scar Tissue.
By EDRED M. CORNER, M.C.
THE patient broke his patella for the first time twenty-four years ago, subsequently breaking it again twi'ce. It was wired in 1896, but suppurated, leading to removal of the patella, incision and irrigation. Bony ankylosis between the femur and tibia resulted. Without any ascertainable cause the scar began to ulcerate in its centre, and is slow to respond to treatment. The ulcer has been present for nine months.
Case of Osteitis Deformans. By EDRED M. CORNER, M.C. THIS case illustrates the influence of previous fractures of the patella before the onset of osteitis deformans. The patellae (both sides) are enormously enlarged. He is a man aged 38 in December, 1910. The left patella was broken and wired fourteen years ago. The right patella was broken seven years ago and wired. The present trouble (the osteitis) started " months ago," but was not sufficiently bad to make the man take heed of it until six to eight months ago. The osteitis has caused great enlargement of the previously fractured patellm.
